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(3) To assess the student’s creativity and problem-solving skills in coming up with proposals for

(2) To assess the student’s ability to explain a value judgment based on her understanding of

(1) To assess the student’s ability to understand the text.

and/or on her own reasoned evaluation.
addressing the problem identified in the question.

<Question 1>
The passage is an adaptation from Francis Bacon’s Novum Organum, Book 1, XLII.

Obijectives:

10.3
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Question 1

The passage is an adaptation from the famous opening section of the Mencius, a
well-known Chinese classical text attributed to the philosopher of the same name.

Obijectives:

(O1) To assess the student’s ability to understand the text.

(02) To assess the student’s ability to explain a value judgment based on her
understanding of the text and/or on her own reasoned evaluation.

(O3) To assess the student’s critical reasoning skills.

Question 2

The passage is from the introduction to a volume of essays on international relations
theory.

Objective:
To assess the interviewee’s ability to think critically about an influential but
controversial question in the social sciences and to articulate a reasoned position on it.
The question has the additional objective of assessing the interviewee’s ability to think
creatively.

A consideration deemphasized in this passage, but nonetheless relevant, is the question
of whether “realist” theory seeks to guide international relations policy in the future, or
merely to explain what has occurred thus far.

Needless to say, answers relying on examples provided within the question (the end of
the Cold War, terrorism, and ethnic conflict) are weaker than those in which the
interviewee introduces creative new examples.
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